
A REVIEW OF THE STORY OF JOSEPH IN THE BOOK OF EXODUS

Exodus. Summary. The Book of Exodus begins more than four hundred years after Joseph, his brothers, and the
Pharaoh he once served have all died. The new.

Exodus was probably in its final form, more or less, by the 5th century BCE but some believe that revisions
continued down through the 4th century BCE. Or maybe he just hopes to demoralize them. The Israelites
arrive at the mountain of God, where Moses's father-in-law Jethro visits Moses; at his suggestion Moses
appoints judges over Israel. As their numbers grew, so did the fear that they would pose a threat. The
midwives, on the other hand, have names. Whereas Genesis contained many stories about many different
people over the course of 2, years, Exodus focus on a few people, a few years, and one overarching story: the
liberation of the Israelites from slavery in Egypt. There are seventy in all. Salvation History: Christian scholars
read Exodus as part of the history of God's efforts to save humanity from sin, wickedness, suffering, etc. It is
the first biblical account of civil disobedience. So even before the book of Exodus starts, readers already have
been told that the Israelites will be in bondage and that they are going to leave Egypt. Soon thereafter, the
Israelites confront the warring Amalekite people, and God gives the Israelites the power to defeat them. Moses
climbs the mountain, and God gives Moses two stone tablets with ten commandments inscribed on them
regarding general, ethical behavior as well as an extended series of laws regarding worship, sacrifices, social
justice, and personal property. Authorship[ edit ] Jewish and Christian tradition viewed Moses as the author of
Exodus and the entire Torah , but by the end of the 19th century the increasing awareness of discrepancies,
inconsistencies, repetitions and other features of the Pentateuch had led scholars to abandon this idea. Guided
by a pillar of cloud during the day and by fire during the night, Moses and the Israelites head west toward the
sea. God gives Moses the two tablets of stone containing the words of the ten commandments, written with the
"finger of God". A Levite woman Jochebed , according to other sources saves her baby by setting him adrift
on the river Nile in an ark of bulrushes. In this story, Pharaoh is not named. But in the entire book of Exodus,
Pharaoh is always Pharaoh. And Joseph says, "When you leave, take my bones along. Even the pharaoh only
refuses to release the Israelites because of God compelling him to act in that way. God turns the Nile River
into blood, causes frogs to cover Egypt, turns all of the dust in Egypt to gnats, and causes swarms of flies to
come into the houses of Pharaoh and his officials. There are some interesting facets worth noticing. Thus some
scholars argue that there was no "mass exodus," but rather a long-term migration from Egypt to Canaan.
Nonetheless, this Pharaoh looks around and sees the many Israelites. Another major concern is that the
Israelites will leave. Afterwards the Tabernacle is created as a dwelling place for God while among his Chosen
People. To be "chosen" entailed benefits and obligations: they benefited from God's blessings and favor, but
they were also obliged to uphold special laws created by God for them. And what is the nature of those
blessings? He's named Moses and must later flee Egypt after killing an overseer beating a slave. Maybe they
will rise up; maybe they will join their enemies; maybe they will leave. Moses goes up the mountain into the
presence of God, who pronounces the Covenant Code a detailed code of ritual and civil law , and promises
Canaan to them if they obey.


