
THE MOST IMPORTANT YEAR IN AMERICAN HISTORY

In the snows of New Hampshire 50 years ago, youthful volunteers with long hair and beards were encouraged to cut
their locks and "get clean.

The ensuing decade would see the medium grow in both importance and range. Bobby Kennedy's death.
Within a week, King was dead, killed by an assassin's bullet at Memphis' Lorraine Motel. The United States
erupted in violent riots , the most severe of which occurred in Washington, D. Joseph McCarthy gave his
name to an era McCarthyism by fanning the flames of anti-communist hysteria with sensational but unproven
charges of communist subversion in high government circles, while the House Un-American Activities
Committee investigated alleged communist activities in the entertainment industry. The fall season opened
with almost all of the "Peacock Network's" prime-time schedule produced on color film. The former Chinese
leader died in  Correction: An earlier version of this article incorrectly stated that Mao Zedong died in  But her
campaign slogan - "unbought and unbossed" - lives on in the rising power of the current generation of women
of color. Of course, no two years are the same, and to single out as momentous is not to diminish the
disruptions of , but rather to note that in the past the country has similarly weathered rough seas and survived,
no matter how shattering the news. Even if that is an overstatement, it's certain that those 12 months were
marked by one word: trouble. The following year, , has been deemed as crucial as well: from Nixon's
swearing-in to the Woodstock Music and Arts Festival and the disastrous Altamont Festival later that year to
the horrific Tate-La Bianca murders that shook California, and then the world. Humphrey, the vice president,
was nominated for president. Hide Caption 6 of 20 Photos: Photos: Defining moments in '60s TV Defining
moments in s television â€” Two days after Kennedy's assassination, Lee Harvey Oswald -- the man who had
been charged with killing the president -- was fatally shot by Jack Ruby as Oswald was being escorted through
the Dallas police basement. Supreme Court in  According to the policy, the United States would not intervene
in European affairs, but likewise it would not tolerate further European colonization in the Americas or
European interference in the governments of the American hemisphere. Which brings us to , a time in which
robots are beginning to write our news, drones are being used for attacks and to deface public property and
climate change is causing terrifying consequences. Hide Caption. This division of the populace encouraged
Senator Robert F. Even in my hometown of Long Beach, Calif. The resonance of is undeniable, too: After all,
this was the year that saw the historic fall of the USSR. The speech is considered one of the most important in
American history, and it helped rally support for the Civil Rights Act of  Four to six thousand innocent
citizens of the City of Hue, including women and children, deemed political enemies, were either clubbed to
death or buried alive by the North Vietnamese Army. It was hot and sticky.


