
CENSORSHIP AND THE FIRST AMENDMENT ESSAY

â€œIf liberty means anything at all, it means the right to tell people what they do not want to hear.â€• George Orwell.
Adopted in , the First Amendment, states that.

What is free speech? That likelihood is lessened by the exposure the typical student has had to the
controversial subject. School districts such as Panama City, Florida, and Hawkins County, Tennessee, have
been stunned to find that acceding to demands for removal of a single book escalated to demands for revising
entire classroom reading programs. The Internet allows hate groups to target a broad audience: impressionable
children are the most vulnerable. However, these rules do not limit the actual freedom of speech and are not
even upheld, if there is no public need for this. Similarly, educators may decide that detailed scientific
information about human reproduction might not be age-appropriate for six-year-olds, but would be
appropriate for year-olds who have been introduced to basic biology. As a means of fighting terrorism,
government agencies began to target people openly critical of the government. As individuals in the 20th
century have challenged the government in the courts when they believed their rights were assaulted, the First
Amendment has taken on a stronger meaning. They define a few categories of speech, which are considered to
be not fully protected by the First Amendment. The evolution of this law is still in progress, however, the
limitation of the basic right to free speech may as well limit our freedom and democracy, therefore should be
respected and protected. This document describes in practical terms what the right to freedom of expression
means for the public schools. Censorship is crippling, negating, stifling.. Interpretation of the amendment is
far from easy, as court case after court case has tried to define the limits of these freedoms. Freedom of speech
protected by the First Amendment is not just a right, which can be declared or abolished. Various types of
information can be accessed at the touch of a button: anything from encyclopedias, to surveys and essays, to
articles from magazines, and adult sites. People for the American Way is an activist lobbying organization
which monitors religious groups it feels are trying to make government support their religious beliefs. How
Big a Problem Is Censorship? Manet's Olympia was considered obscene in , but today is considered a
masterpiece. Censorship also harms teachers. The EFF provides legal help to people who feel their
"cyberspeech" rights are violated, and publicize instances of government attempts to censor the Internet. Black
, holding that the First Amendment did not protect such acts when their purpose was intimidation. Most people
do not consider it censorship when they attempt to rid the school of material they consider profane or immoral,
or when they insist that the materials selected show respect for religion, morality, or parental authority. It
holds that the ability to teach and promote tolerance is one of the most important assets of freedom of speech
Cox,  In general, the government has been less tolerant of perceived sedition in times of war than in peace.
Students cannot claim, for instance, that they have the right to have incorrect answers to an algebra quiz
accepted as correct, nor can teachers claim a right to teach anything they choose. However, when it comes to
the content-neutral regulation, it raises many controversial issues. Eichman  Censorship A. The courts have
ruled that demonstrators may not obstruct traffic, endanger public safety, or trespass illegally. The Smith Act
of and the Internal Security Act of , also known as the McCarran Act , attempted to stamp out communism in
the country by establishing harsh sentences for advocating the use of violence to overthrow the government
and making the Communist Party of the United States illegal. Distinguishing Censorship from Selection
Teachers, principals, and school administrators make decisions all the time about which books and materials
to retain, add or exclude from the curriculum. Pilon, Roger. It embodies human rights that are celebrated
throughout the world. The U. The censor wants to prejudge materials for everyone. The Supreme Court and
other courts have held conclusively that there is a First Amendment right to receive information; the right to
receive information is a corollary to the right to speak. Freedom of Religion Deborah Weisman was a Jewish
student who successfully sued her public school district in Rhode Island over a Christian graduation prayer in 
It should be unthinkable in a country like ours. At last, there should be a strong intention to produce such
conduct Farber,  Useful links. Should the freedom of speech be limited in this case? School officials who
accede to such demands may be engaging in censorship.


