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Free Essay: Shakespeare's play "Hamlet" is about a complex protagonist, Hamlet , who faces adversity and is destined
to murder the individual who killed his.

Bucknill notes in regard to the same matter that Hamlet's conduct here "is a mixture of feigned madness, of the
selfishness of passion blasted by the cursed blight of fate, of harshness which he assumes to protect himself
from an affection which he feels hostile to the present purpose of his life, and of that degree of real
unsoundness, his unfeigned 'weakness and melancholy,' which is the subsoil of his mind. As the oath is being
administered, the Ghost from beneath three several times calls upon them to swear, and thus greatly
emphasizes the sanctity of their pledge. Hamlet has violent outbursts towards his mother. Hamlet reveals to his
mother that he is aware of Claudius's attempt to send him to his death in England 3. His stratagem succeeds,
and for a time he holds Horatio and Marcellus at arms' length. If he could acquire a knowledge so intimate, so
accurate, so profound, of madness in its various phases, what is there to hinder his endowing one of his
characters with the power of assuming those phases? Interpretations about Ophelia's character have ranged
from being a woman who lost her sanity upon her father, Polonius' death to being the object of hatred by
Hamlet. His first assumption of eccentricity or mysterious reserve is when to the shouts of Horatio and
Marcellus, "Illo, ho, ho, my lord! Madness and Insanity in Shakespeare's Hamlet - The Sanity of Ophelia
Madness and Insanity in Shakespeare's Hamlet - The Sanity of Ophelia Words 6 Pages Show More The
Impact of Madness on Ophelia of Hamlet Without question, the role of madness in Hamlet is as vital to the
plot and the play's success as Hamlet himself; neither the character nor the play would be able to function
without the driving although somewhat sluggish force that madness represents. He continued to reinforce the
theme of corruption and displayed the social and ethical collapse of Denmark. Ophelia exclaims, "O what a
noble mind is here o'erthrown! His words at length penetrate to her soul, and she confesses her guilt. For the
moment, anger at the trick sought to be put upon him evokes nothing but contempt for his victim, though later
on contrition succeeds to his passionate outburst. Levine English Research Paper Hamlet Hamlet is
categorized as one of the greatest plays ever written. These two characters have drastically different roles, but
both are vital to the success of Hamlet. Similarly, when Hamlet is sent to England, he acts skilfully and
ruthlessly to escape, which suggests that even at this late stage in the play he is capable of perfectly sane
behavior. Hamlet, prince of Denmark. The same thing happens to Prince Hamlet when his father dies, his
mother Gertrude marries his uncle Claudius, who becomes the king of Denmark instead of him prince hamlet.
Table of Contents Is Hamlet really mad? He is forced to act insane in order to find out the truth of his father's
death. To them at this point comes a fantastic courtier, Osric, with a challenge from Laertes to a bout at
fencing, the king having laid a wager that Hamlet, with certain odds given, will prove himself more than a
match for his opponent. The definition of the word "insane" says that the person must "exhibit serious and
debilitating mental disorders. We see little evidence in the play that either Gertrude or Ophelia is guilty of any
wrongdoing, and they both appear to feel genuine affection and concern for Hamlet. Ray asserts that "the
integrity of every train of reason is marred by some intrusion of disease: the smooth, deep current of his
feelings is turned into eddies and whirlpools under its influence, and his most solemn undertakings conducted
to an abortive issue" Conolly adverts, among other things, to Hamlet's exhortations to secrecy as among the
symptoms of madness recognisable as such by all physicians intimately acquainted with the beginnings of
insanity; to the flightiness and cynical disdain by which on almost all occasions his conversation is marred; to
the gradual progress of the disease as described by Polonius; to his conversations with Rosencrantz and
Guildenstern exhibiting the acuteness which an insane man will for a short time display; to his extravagance of
behaviour at Ophelia's funeral, etc. Hamlet is an easily liked character that must revenge his father's death. On
this point the experts, the "mad-doctors", as they are sometimes called, are tolerably unanimous.


