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What the Greek tragedy Antigone can teach us about the dangers of extremism The story of Sophocles' Antigone and
the accursed royal family of Thebes . and get the latest analysis and commentary directly in your inbox.

Check out our Privacy and Content Sharing policies for more information. Every character in the play was
forced to enter the arena of good versus evil, either because they loved each other, or they loved their own
convictions. In the story Antigone written by Sophocles, it demonstrates a tragedy filled with consequences to
the characters. He then receives word from a prophet that the gods will punish him for putting a living soul
underground and keeping a dead body above ground. Being noble can mean many other things. We are just
girls, she says. Who wrote this essay? The idealistic character of Antigone consciously risks her life through
her actions, concerned only with obeying the laws of the gods and the dictates of familial loyalty and social
decency. Did you find something inaccurate, misleading, abusive, or otherwise problematic in this essay
example? Not allowing to bury the dead body was, in ancient Greek culture, the crime much more brutal than
the murder itself: instead of ending the mortal life of a person the offender banished them from afterlife for all
the eternity. The series of deaths at the end of the play, however, leaves a final impression of catharsis and an
emptying of all emotion, with all passions spent. Creon , the new ruler of Thebes, has declared that Eteocles is
to be honoured and Polynices is to be disgraced by leaving his body unburied on the battlefield a harsh and
shameful punishment at the time. Creon follows Aristotle's definition of a tragic hero by being a noble
character by choice, having important potential, and falls due to "miscalculations" with circumstances that are
beyond control. To her, honoring her sibling and pleasing the gods is more important than abiding by law. The
mythical past provided a safe space to present contemporary problems without outright political affiliation.
Love is a major issue in Sophocles Greek Tragedy, Antigone. A second messenger then brings the news that
Eurydice has also killed herself and, with her last breath, had cursed her husband and his intransigence.
Because of her attempt to rectify the injustice, even more tragic things happened to her and her family He
finds two dead bodies there. Despite living in a time when not many means were available, he effectively
constructed a definition that allows humanity to fully comprehend tragic heroes of drama. A line has been
specifically selected to explain why he is a tragic hero. With both heirs to the throne dead, their uncle Creon
declared himself king, as was his right. Sophocles, the tragedian who wrote Antigone, from a cast of a bust in
the Pushkin Museum. Interestingly, there is very little mention of the gods throughout the play, and the tragic
events are portrayed as the result of human error, and not divine intervention. Feeling Stuck on Your Essay?
For more information on choosing credible sources for your paper, check out this blog post. Focus on that last
part; the downfall of the main character. When she asks Ismene to accompany her in burying Polyneices, her
sister replies that she must yield to those in authority and cannot break laws. Messenger In a Greek tragedy
written in the middle of the fifth century B. She has a lot to lose, her honor, principles, wealth, reputation.
Antigone has a very prominent one: her stubbornness and lack of diplomacy. Creon dismisses the prophecy,
but the chorus of citizens convinces him to go save Antigone and bury Polyneices. The Chorus recreates in
bloody imagery the battle to take Thebes. Given this background, it is striking that the play contains absolutely
no political propaganda or contemporary allusions or references to Athens, and indeed betrays no patriotic
interests whatsoever. If Antigone yielded to her King, she would be pardoned. He is the tragic hero blinded by
his hubris and ego. Kibin does not guarantee the accuracy, timeliness, or completeness of the essays in the
library; essay content should not be construed as advice. One of the most important traits for a tragic hero is a
fatal flaw that destroys their life. A tragedy is defined as a play that contains dismal events and has an unhappy
ending, it typically involves the downfall of the protagonist. Creon , on the other hand, regards only the
requirement of political expediency and physical power, although he too is unrelenting in his stance. She
insists that human judgement can only take the body of a person, but their soul should have peace in the
afterlife, so she demands the burial for Polyneices. Uncover new sources by reviewing other students'
references and bibliographies Inspire new perspectives and arguments or counterarguments to address in your
own essay Read our Academic Honor Code for more information on how to use and how not to use our
library.


